PIONEER   MEDICAL   MISSION
Then I read the parents a little lecture upon the evil
result of spoiling their children, which I fear had but
scant result.
Often do I feel ashamed as I note how patiently
pain and diseases are borne by these poor people.
It is always " the will of God," and therefore there
is no use complaining, and little use rebelling. Time
after time have I had to gently break the news to
some poor patient, who may have come long dis-
tances to see the English doctor, that his blindness
could not be cured by operation, being caused by
what is popularly known as black cataract (glau-
coma). A few (usually women) would go away
weeping, but the vast majority both of men and
women would quietly respond, " Alhamd'llillah"
(Praise be to God), with but little sign of emotion.
So far as I know there is but one asylum for
cases of mental diseases in the whole of the Turkish
Empire, and that one is at Asfariyeh, near Bey rout,
and belongs to an English society. The usual
method of dealing with lunatics in Mosul is, if they
are apparently harmless, that they are allowed to
wander about freely and treated kindly; but once
they develop symptoms of mania they are treated
as wild beasts, put into a dark room, and chained to
a wall. But we possess a specialist in " mental
diseases" in Mosul, belonging to an old Moham-
medan family, who has a great reputation for the
treatment of "lunatics." In the courtyard of his
house he has had dug several deep wells, and beside
each well is placed a large tub, having a hole in the
bottom which communicates with the well. The
poor madman is made to work from sunrise to sunset,
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